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(530) 836-2575 
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Recreation Rental 

 

 

Historic 

Black Mountain  

Lookout 
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Pacific Southwest Region 
Plumas National Forest 

Beckwourth Ranger District 

LOCATION: 
 

Black Mountain Lookout is located on 
the Beckwourth Ranger District, on the 
northeastern edge of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountain Range, south of Susanville, 
California, and just east of the Highway 
395 corridor near Milford. Access to the 
lookout is by Road 26N80 which is a 
steep gravel road. High clearance  
vehicles are recommended. 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrim-
ination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status,  parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is de-
rived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require      alternative means for communication of program     
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should con-
tact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400   Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer. 

RECREATION RENTAL 
INFORMATION 

 

Reservations for the  lookout will be 
made through the National  

Recreation Reservation Service.  
 For more information about the  

program visit:  
 

www.recreation.gov,  
or call  

1-877-444-6777. 
 
 

Please visit the website for the  
current rental fee. 

 
Rental fees are used to maintain the 

lookout, and to enhance visitor  
recreation experiences. 

 



 Plumas National Forest Recreation Rental Program 
Experience History!   

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS! 
 

Thanks to the outstanding volunteer  
contributions from Forest Service retirees,  

Mike Martini, Pete Meyer, and  
Curtis Marshall, and the generous support from 

the Plumas County Resource Advisory  
Committee, the Black Mountain  

Lookout was remodeled during 2008-2010.  
There is a new roof, a refurbished interior, an 

upgraded electrical system,  
and a new toilet building. 

 
 

This lookout has not been staffed since the 
1980’s and was turned into a recreation rental 
in 2011. It was constructed in 1934, and is a 
great example of Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) architecture.  The C-3-type lookout is 
situated on a single story 10 foot tower and is 
extremely well-preserved.  Black Mountain 
offers striking views of Honey Lake to the 
north, and Last Chance Creek to the south.  
Frenchman Lake is within a 30-minute drive. 
 
The lookout is available for rental from May 
through October each year. Maximum  
capacity of the tower cabin is four visitors, 
while tent camping is available for an  
additional four people.  Pets are welcome. 

            View of Last Chance Creek  
          from lookout to the southwest 

           Black Mountain Lookout 

AMENITIES 
 

 Two twin beds with mattresses   
 Electric lights           
 Stove/oven, refrigerator  
      and heater 
 Dry sink - bring water 
 Table with four chairs 
 Some kitchenware/utensils 
 Picnic table outside 
 Vault toilet 
 

 

 

View of kitchen area  
electric stove, dry sink and refrigerator  


